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Another Look at Larkin




HERE IS HERE!  -   PRESS PREVIEW 10.30 AM, 20 APRIL 2010

NEW FILM OF LARKIN POEM PREMIERES IN HULL

Sir Tom Courtenay narrates homage to Hull & East Yorkshire
Local film producers premiere short film at Glimmer Festival

PRESS CALL/PREVIEW: 10.30 AM 20TH APRIL 2010

VUE CINEMA, PRINCES QUAY, HULL

All media are welcome. The film will be shown on Vue’s digital screen. In attendance, and available for interview, will be the film’s director, the chairman of Larkin25, and its partners. The cinema will make their screening theatre available for press interviews, photography and filming until Noon. A media update on the extensive Larkin25 programme will also be provided. Press contact Jonathan Levy – 07813 948385
- Please note that this is a press only event. The public premiere takes place the same day at Reel Cinema in St. Stephen’s shopping centre at 8pm as part of Glimmer – the Hull International Short Film Festival. Details at www.hullfilm.co.uk

Philip Larkin’s 1964 work “Here” has been set to film and narrated by acclaimed Hull-born actor Sir Tom Courtenay. It will premiere at the Glimmer – the Hull International Short Film Festival on 20th April as part of a themed evening of Larkin related productions to provide a glimpse of the poet in advance of the Larkin25 commemorations which officially launch in June.

The film is a contemporary adaptation of ‘Here’, the opening work of Larkin’s Whitsun Weddings collection, which depicts a journey through Hull and East Yorkshire, seeking the characters and landscapes that inspired Larkin nearly half a century earlier.

“This is a film with deep local roots, that we want to share with the world,” explained Larkin25 Programme Director Emily Penn. “All of the footage was shot in January and February this year within 3 miles of the north bank of the Humber between Goole and Spurn; It was produced by local film makers who are passionate about the area, and scored by talented East Yorkshire based musician Louise Bennet.
The short film was commissioned by Larkin25 from East Yorkshire based production company Classlane which made the short film as part of the season of events being launched to mark the 25th anniversary of Larkin’s death on 2nd December 1985. 

Larkin25 will use the film throughout the 25 week programme which launches on 12th June and culminates in December with the unveiling of a 7-foot bronze statue of the poet in Paragon Interchange, the starting point of Larkin’s journey for the Whitsun Weddings. 

The film will receive its public premiere on Tuesday 20th April at Glimmer, the Hull International Film Festival and will then be made available to view online and as a mobile phone download. It will also feature at a number of events in the Larkin25 programme throughout the year.

The film’s director, Dave Lee, described the process of representing the poem on film, which provided many challenges, not least filming during the winter to represent spring: “The poem never mentions Hull by name, but Larkin stated that it was a celebration of the city. We tried to mirror the poem’s imagery and tone and to be true to the picture it paints of the region, without specifically tying the film too literally to the city. 

“We selected locations that follow the journey the poem takes through East Yorkshire, Hull and out to the coast, while resisting familiar landmarks that become something of a cliche. 

“So while everything was filmed within 3 miles of the north bank of the Humber, the locations used may even be new to local audiences. I hope we can get people to take a fresh look at the area by illustrating the poem Here in much the same way as the festival is encouraging us to take a new or fresh look at Larkin.”

The film uses Sir Tom Courtenay to narrate the poem. The producers say his association with Hull and his stage role as Larkin made him the perfect choice. Classlane say they approached the Hull born actor to read the poem and he was enthusiastic to be involved. 

Dave Lee described working with him: “I met Sir Tom at a studio in Soho and we talked about the poem and Hull, and what emotions he felt Larkin was trying to express about the city in the poem. He struggled at first, as I did, to envisage how a couple of the lines would translate to film, but we both came up with theories and an approach for the style of the narration and once he went into the recording studio we achieved the final track in just three or four attempts. The style is measured and contemplative, exactly what the film needs and we’re very grateful for his involvement.”

Dave added: “The film represents an honest interpretation of an honest poem. It could be said that Larkin is being very harsh on Hull, but he actually depicts the region with great affection. Phrases like ‘unfenced existence’ and talk of lives being ‘clarified’ hint that Larkin took great pleasure in the landscape and the life round Hull.”

Larkin25 chairman Graham Chesters, is very pleased with the production. He said: “We’re delighted with the Classlane film and the impact and the way it captures the Larkinesque spirit in such a modern idiom. We're proud to have such a creative signature film for our events and I am confident it will make a huge impact on the promotion of the Larkin25 programme.”

ENDS
www.Larkin25.com
Press contact: Jonathan Levy – mobile 07813 948385
Digital copies of the film in various formats, soundtrack, pictures, screengrabs and notes are available to download at www.classlane.co.uk/here
The film, its soundtrack and all associated content are copyright Classlane Media Ltd 2010.
The film was commissioned by Larkin25 with support from Welcome To Yorkshire
Credits

Classlane Media in association with Larkin25 present “Here”

Narrator: Sir Tom Courtenay

Director: Dave Lee

Camera: David Stubbins

Editor: Andrew Olssen

Score: Louise Bennett

Technical details:
Length: 3 ½ mins

Aspect ratio: 16:9

Format: PAL

Sound: Stereo

Larkin25

Larkin25 presents a unique opportunity to take a first look at Larkin, or to take another look at the life and work of this brilliant and complex man.

Philip Larkin is internationally renowned and was voted the nation’s favourite post-war poet. He became Librarian at the Brynmor Jones Library at the University of Hull in March 1955 and spent most of his life in the city which ‘let him write’.

Larkin25 commemorates the 25th anniversary of his death with an extensive and varied programme of events commemorating the life and work of Philip Larkin and the city with which his creative and professional life is most associated. It will focus national and international attention on the prolific poet, novelist and jazz critic and on the creativity and cultural significance of Hull.

The 25 week season will run from June to December and will aim to engage the public and aficionados alike with Larkin inspired poetry, literature, arts, music, film and theatre, including works at Hull Truck, together with mass participation trails and events.

Larkin25 will conclude with the unveiling of a permanent tribute to Larkin on the 25th anniversary of his death on 2nd December - a seven foot bronze statue by Martin Jennings to be located at Paragon Station (This is the same sculptor who created the highly acclaimed Betjeman bronze at London’s St Pancras railway station)

Larkin25 is a partnership programme led by Hull City Council, the University of Hull, Visit Hull and East Yorkshire, East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the Philip Larkin Society.

Larkin25 partners include Hull Truck Theatre, Hull History Centre, Hull School of Art and Design, the British Library, Creative Partnerships Hull, Artlink, Hull and East Riding Library Services, Kingstown Works Limited, Beverley Literature Festival, the Humber Mouth Literature Festival, ,Hull Jazz, ,Groundwork Wakefield, Write to Speak, Beverley Folk Festival, Classlane Media, and Hull Film.

Larkin25 is funded through a combination of grants, sponsorship and earned income. We are grateful for support from Arts Council England, Yorkshire Forward, The Deep, Esteem, East Yorkshire Motor Services, Larkin With Toads sponsors, and all those who have donated to the Larkin statue appeal. Project partners are providing significant in kind assistance in support of this opportunity to support creativity and economic development in Hull and the East Riding.

Larkin25’s strategic aims are to:

· Celebrate the achievements of the greatest British writer since 1945

· Broaden public interest in, knowledge about and understanding of Larkin and his work within the City of Hull and beyond  

· Raise the cultural profile of the City nationally and internationally

· Signal to those who live in Hull the importance that the City attaches to literature, creativity and literacy, and to its heritage.

· Increase visitor numbers to the city and the city-region from the UK and mainland Europe

The creative aims of Larkin25 are to:

· Provide new opportunities for residents and visitors to get involved in arts activity and experience high quality, high impact cultural events

· Involve artists and commission new artistic works across a range of artforms, using Larkin’s work as an inspiration. 

· Celebrate Larkin’s work through creative re-interpretation in the exhibitions programme; readings, poetry and spoken word events and publications; musical recordings and performances; a theatre festival, and the Larkin Trail.
· Involve the community in exploring literature and the arts using Philip Larkin’s work as a catalyst for engagement. 

Issued by The Top Banana Consultancy on behalf of Larkin25 Ltd. Larkin25 is a not-for-profit company (limited by guarantee) established to deliver the Larkin25 programme.
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